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The Waterfront Park is a large, open space with 
views of the harbour and surrounding islands. 
It is highly exposed to wind and rain and lacks 

trees, shelter, and amenities. Large paved 
areas are under-used. These conditions create 

opportunities to improve comfort and year-
round use.
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Existing Site
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The City undertook a design process to look at how the site could highlight the beauty of Prince 
Rupert and the surrounding landscape. 

The design team looked to inspiration from Metlakatla Pass including topography, wildlife, culture, 
seasonality and tidal patterns to shape the themes and feelings that the park would evoke. 

Metlakatla Pass Context



Islands & Inlets Coastal Vegetation Tides & Shorelines Movement of Water Water Capture

Indigenous Art & CultureMaritime & Fishing CultureMarine LifeFishing & Spawning Seasons

Rain & Weather Wind & Storms Public Art & Colour City Branding

Local Topography

Local Geography Water & Movement

Seasonality Local Culture

Design Inspiration 



Coloured concreteWaterfront Playground with Cultural Play Features

Shell Structure Influences Interactive Water Play Water Sculpture

Runnel DesignWater Capture in Plaza

Cultural Play Features Integrated Water Play and Planting

Shade and Rain Sails

Topographic Play Water capture

Design Inspiration for Play Areas 
and Rain Plaza
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Phase 1 Concept Design



The Phase 1 Park will include spaces for gathering, play, and enjoying 
the waterfront that respond to the site’s open, coastal character. The 
playground is located within these areas to take advantage of existing 

site features and to remain comfortable in a range of weather conditions. 
Market tents can provide temporary cover while maintaining an open-air 
feel. Paths, play areas, and activities are arranged to work naturally with 

the landform and seasonal changes.
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A Birds Eye View



View from Rainbow Plaza toward Playground View toward seating and market area Rain sculpture and adjcent play area

View Of Playground with potential features View toward park from Brewery

Park Character



Pedestrian entrance to new location of Kwinitsa and the Park View toward the Kwinitsa Building and VIA Rail Plaza New location of Kwinitsa Building

View of Kwinitsa Building and Wheel House Brewery View of Kwinitsa Building and Wheel House Brewery

Wheel House Brewery

Kwinitsa
VIA Rail

Kwinitsa Building



Pump Track Find the Fish in the Playground! Bobble Fish Oodle Swing

We Saw

Global Motion Play Fish Structure

Play, explore, and 
connect—fun for all 
ages by the water.

The Playground 
invites all ages 
and abilities 
and includes 
imaginative play 
features and 
natural materials 
to encourage 
discovery of the 
natural world, 
social interaction 
and confidence 
building. 

Place a sticky dot 
on the playground 

elements you                           

love                          
the most

Interactive Water PlayIntegrated Water Play and Planting

Lets Play at the Waterfront



Spica Spinner

Balance Beam Disc Swing

Super Nova Spinner

Enbankment Slide

Mounds and Circulation Play 

Place a sticky dot on the 
playground elements you                           

love                          
the most

Springer Bowl

Carousel

Musical Play

Hammock

Rainbow seats

Lets Play at the Waterfront



Phase 1B - Park Development

Phase 1A - Kwinitsa Building Move

Phase 3 and 
Beyond 
Both the north and south parking 
lots will be developed with 
additional utility servicing.

To create open space within the park and give the Kwinitsa building a new purpose, it will be 
moved to the northeast of the brewery. 

Development of a playground, market area, and Rainbow plaza will be developed. Temporary 
gravel pathways will be added along the southern portion of the site to improve circulation.

Phasing Strategy 

Phase 2 -  
Parking Lots
Both the north and south parking 
lots will be developed with 
additional utility servicing.


